266.   ALL-INDIA DESHBANDHU MEMORIAL

Just as Bengal has decided to collect a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs for
a memorial to Deshbandhu and to start, in his ancestral home, a
hospital for women to be named after him and an institution for
training nurses, so the country as a whole should also decide to do
something to perpetuate his sacred memory. I had been consult-
ing Bengali friends what should be done, but being of the view
that I should make no suggestion before the advice of Motilalji, I
did not publicly express my ideas on the subject. I have now had
discussions with Panditji, the revered Basanti Devi and Desh-
bandhu's close associates and followers, and have issued an appeal
under some signatures, a translation of which the reader will find
on the first page.

I have showed clearly that Deshbandhu had finally come to
believe so firmly in the spinning-wheel and khadi that, leaving
these, we should think of no other means of perpetuating his
memory.

If anyone asks why we should not have a statue or some other
similar form of memorial, the replyns that such local memorials
will be put up in many cities. We should think of something
through which Deshbandhu will be remembered even by growing
boys and girls, by the rich and the poor, something which will
be in the nature of a permanent blessing for the country and which
is not beyond our means. The only thing of this kind is the spin-
ning-wheel and khadi.

But, what about the parliamenfary activities? It is doubtful
if Deshbandhu's memory can be kept alive for ever through
these. The work will certainly go on, but we know Deshbandhu
himself has said that these activities are of passing importance
and that their field is limited. Khadi work is the only activity
which can engage everyone and which concerns everyone.

Such questions were also raised when, after the Lokamanya's
death, there was a proposal for a memorial to him. But afterwards
it was admitted by all that he had spent his life in giving to the
country the message: "Swaraj is my birthright." Deshbandhu's
task and ours was to take up that message and think out universal
and enduring scope for carrying it into effect. Among these, we
gave the first place to the spinning-wheel and khadi, and, through
them, to the boycott of foreign cloth. Deshbandhu's work thus lay
in organizing the means. This is why, during the last year of his